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tioned the practice as a horrible thing; for she
couched her words so well, and took my meaning
so quickly, that she gave her negative before I could
explain myself.

To bring this part into as narrow a compass as
possible, I quitted my lodging at St. Jones's and
went to my new governess, for so they called her in
the house, and there I was indeed treated with so
much courtesy, so carefully looked to, and everything
so well, that I was surprised at it, and could not at
first see what advantage my governess made of it;
but I found afterwards that she professed to make
no profit of the lodger's diet, nor indeed could she
get much by it, but that her profit lay in the other
articles of her management, and she made enough
that way, I assure you; for 'tis scarce credible what
practice she had, as well abroad as at home, and yet
all upon the private account, or in plain English, the
whoring account.

While I was in her house, which was near four
months, she had no less than twelve ladies of pleasure
brought to bed within doors, and I think she had
two-and-thirty, or thereabouts, under her conduct
without doors; whereof one, as nice as she was with
me, was lodged with my old landlady at St. Jones's.

This was a strange testimony of the growing vice
of the age, and as bad as I had been myself, it shocked
my very sense; I began to nauseate the place I was
in, and above all, the practice; and yet I must say
that I never saw, or do I believe there was to be
seen, the least indecency in the house the whole time
I was there.

Not a man was ever seen to come up stairs, ex-
cept to visit the lying-in ladies within their month,
nor then without the old lady with them, who made
it a piece of the honour of her management that no
man should touch a woman, no, not his own wife,